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Homeschooling 
with 
Special Needs
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Welcome &
Introduction
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CATHY LAFROMBOIS
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• Tetrasomy 18p
• Intellectual Disability
• Level 3 Autism
• Apraxia of Speech • OCD

• Hyper/Hypotonia
• ADHD

Zoe:
• 14 years old
• Loves Music
• Plays Percussion in Band

• Brewers Fan
• Amazing Memory
• Knows hundreds of signs (ASL)
• Loves to travel
• Reads 2nd-3rd grade level

• Uses iPad communication
device
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Homeschooling: 

Making the Right 
Choice for this 
Moment in Time

Homeschooling Today

The ”What if” questions

Reasons to Homeschool
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Homeschooling Right Now
20% of Public-School parents say that they are strongly considering, or are 
committed to homeschooling in the coming school year
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There’s never been a better time to homeschool than right now.
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The ”What If?” Questions:

1) What if I am not the best teacher for my child’s needs?
2) What if this doesn’t work in the long-haul?
3) What if I fail my child (or my other children) because I’m inadequate?
4) What if we try this and it goes terribly wrong?
5) What if people disagree with our decision to homeschool?
6) What if my child loses good friends and positive socialization opportunities?
7) What if my child won’t listen to me?

Each and every one of these questions can be asked of any educational 
circumstance.
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Reasons Why We Homeschool Our Daughter with Special Needs

We are the experts on our child
No one will advocate for or love her as we do
She will get 1:1 personalized attention
We won’t be pressured to medicate for the benefit of other students
We can shape a positive self-esteem (less peer pressure/bullying)
We can meet her where she is, and work at her level
If something isn’t working, we can change
If she is having a bad day/difficult time or is frustrated, we can redirect, adapt, or stop
We can change the schedule, or make the schedule more consistent
We can stop and work on a skill for mastery before moving on
We can find the therapies that are most effective and incorporate them into her day
We don’t have to be concerned with grades
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Essentials 
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Know Your 
State’s Laws

In the United States, each 
state sets its own 
educational laws relating 
to home education.
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Where to Find State Homeschooling Laws
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Join an 
Organization
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Paperwork Considerations
Request and keep copies of all records (either physical copies or scans – or 
both!) from schools, doctors, therapists, etc.
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I.E.P. (Individualized Education Plan)
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You Can Make an IEP for Your Child

https://spedhomeschool.com/iep-information/
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https://spedhomeschool.com/iep-information/
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Questions About 
Organization or 
Paperwork?
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Curriculum (Finally!)
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Presume Competence
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Curriculum That Gives Your Child a Chance
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Curriculum:  
All-in-One

Konos (K–8)

Time4Learning (K–12)

Heart of Dakota (K–12)

Easy Peasy All In One (K–12)

Discovery K12 (Not the public-school option, K–
12)

Simply Classical
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Popular Curricula 
for Special 
Needs: Math

Math-U-See
Touch Math
RightStart Math
Right Brain Math
Life of Fred
Math Seeds
Numicon
Teaching Textbooks
Mr. D. Math
Shiller Math
Remedia Publications
Key to Math
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Popular 
Curricula 
for Special 
Needs: 
Language 
Arts
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Popular 
Curricula 
for Special 
Needs: 
Writing
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Popular 
Curricula for 
Special Needs:

Social Studies

Tell the storiesTell

Display a timelineDisplay

Study the calendarStudy

Explore space in terms of your child’s street, 
neighborhood, and cityExplore

Spend time with the elderly Spend

26



7/22/20

14

Social Studies Story of the World

Mystery of History

BiblioPlan

Heart of Dakota

Sonlight
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Popular Curricula for 
Special Needs: 
Science

Apologia student notebooks
National Geographic
Ranger Rick
Real Science for Kids
Super Charged Science
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Therapies
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Questions About 
Curriculum or 
Therapies?
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4 Lies We Tend to Believe
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4 Lies We Tend to Believe
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4 Lies We Tend to Believe
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4 Lies We Tend to Believe
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Socialization: quality over quantity
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Resources
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Q&A
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